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 Greetings from sunny downtown Sedalia, MO. I hope everyone
enjoyed the Memorial Day festivities wherever you were and were able
to thank the veterans for what they have done for us. I was in Branson,
MO. for the holiday. Branson is a great place to be for patriotic
holidays such as Memorial Day or the Fourth of July. Bobbie Shiplett,
Christy Kawabata and I were fortunate enough to attend a John
Michael Montgomery and Lee Greenwood concert at an outdoor
amphitheatre in Lampe, MO which had just reopened. The shows were
very patriotic and recognized the veterans, which is typical for
Branson. Both the concert and the amphitheater were great. They
have a lot of top shows scheduled for the summer and if you are in the
area, check it out.

 We have been busy the past couple of months. This is the second
newsletter by our new editor Christy Kawabata and she is doing a
great job. We are adding an annual calendar and if you have any
events you are thinking about, please let Christy know so people can
plan their trips. Details can be added later. Our new Treasurer, Patrice
Guillaume, has been busy cleaning up our roster. We get a lot of
comments from members that they have not been getting their
newsletters. It often turns out that we just don’t have a current address
or members have forgotten to send in their renewals, but whatever the
reason we try to resolve it. If you or someone you know has not been
getting their Scuttlebutt, please let Patrice know. Trisha Schmidt has
been busy typing up minutes and designing a letterhead for us to use
for correspondence such as responding to inquiries from potential
members. Bob Gillis, our Executive VP, has been asked to help the
Area VP’s to publish notices of area rallies and pre-rallies in the FMCA
magazine. We get lots of inquiries from potential members through
FMCA.

 After getting some maintenance done on my rig in Michigan and
Indiana, I am headed to the Northeast for the summer and will be in
Essex Junction, VT for the July FMCA Northeast Area Rally. I am
looking forward to seeing some of you there. We will spend the rest of
the summer in the Northeast, including the Maritimes and then head
down the east coast. I hope to get my fill of seafood and take in some
of the fall colors.

Bob
Hill

Next Input Deadline: August 5
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SI CHAPTER OFFICERS 

President 
Bob Hill  F319404 
220 Rainbow Dr. #12092  

Livingston, TX 77399 
alaskabobhill@gmail.com  

602-321-6715 Cell 

 

Executive VP & Alt Nat’l Director 

Bob Gillis  F356051 

974 Craig S. Chapel Rd. 
Greenback, TN 37742 

Gillis209@aol.com  

865-368-4157 Cell 

 

Secretary 

Trisha Schmidt F380421 
110 E. Center St. # 544 

Madison, SD 57042 

Trvlingschmidt07@gmail.com 
518-251-3842 

 

Treasurer 
Patrice Guillaume  F387636 

3590 Round Bottom Rd PMB 

387636 
Cincinnati, OH 45244-3026 

patriceguillaume@mac.com  

510-414-5488 

 

Western Area VP 

Bob Chase  F223613 
158 Rainbow Dr. #5895 

Livingston, TX 77399 

936-444-3990 
rgchase@gmail.com  

 

Rocky Mountain Area VP 
Joanne Harnit F198481 

124 Rainbow Dr #2420 

Livingston, TX 77399-7396 
joanneharnit@yahoo.com  

307-630-7396-Cell 

 

Great Lakes Area VP 

John Montgomery F115123 

2117 Bonnie Dale Drive 
Bellbrook, OH 45303 

937-848-2000 Home 

937-545-6365 Cell 

 

Northwest Area VP 

Frances Hawkins F316409 
5303 Carlton St 

Bethesda, MD 20816 
301-229-2412 Home 

301-580-2241 Cell 

Franceshunthawkins@gmail.com  

 

Northeast Area VP 

Bob Burnham F2203075 
PO Box 203 

Hinsdale, NH 03451 

603-762-0172 Cell 
burnham@sover.net  

 

Midwest Area VP  
Vacant 

 

SSk 
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At your service 

Your officers are volunteers and receive no compensation in 
any form. Please give some thought to the personal skills and 
interests you have which you might contribute to the group. 
Some of our best rallies have been in each others’ home 
towns where we share special places and community 
highlights. Newcomers who are hesitant to host a rally 
yourself, link up with someone. 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR TREASURER 
 

E.T. PHONE HOME !! 

 
I suppose it would be more accurate to ask you to email 
home – but somehow, those words don’t have the same 
cache. I need to update our roster. If you and I haven’t been 
in email communication, then I’d appreciate you dropping me 
a note (patriceguillaume@mac.com) so I can get the roster 
brought up to speed. Also, there is a growing list of Members 
who read their Scuttlebutt on-line. If that is your preference, 
let me know. You’ll be notified when it becomes available on- 
line. 
Thanks for your cooperation.    Patrice 

 
 
 

South Central Area VP        Webmaster 

Bobbie Shiplett F356105          John McBeath  

102 Rainbow Dr #234          3311 Wilderness Trail 
Livingston, TX 77399          Kissimmee, FL 34736 

801-455-0780          407-846-3724  Home 

bobbieshiplett@yahoo.com          407-433-8586  Cell 
            jmcbeath@att.net  

       

Eastern Area VP         Newsletter VP 
John McPherson 088818        Christy Kawabata         F284079 

PO Box 1347                1958 CR 439 CW 

Yorktown, VA 23692          Lake Panasoffkee, FL 33538 
757-898-5072 Home          (352-793-5281 

757-880-9347 Cell          352-603-0024 Cell 

macirishone@aol.com         christykawabata@hotmail.com 
     

Southeast Area VP          National Director  
Gloria Sixt  F311027         Bob Boxell     F186274  
5238 Rogers Ave.          413 Walnut St #5163 

Port Orange, FL 32127        Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 

 407-415-3114 Cell         407-415-3114 

 386-538-1741      rboxell@aol.com  

 mamacamper@aol.com  

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

This is YOUR 
newsletter so please 
send your thoughts 
and pictures (which 

will print well in 
B&W) 

We ALL like 
pictures! 

Please contact me if 
you see incorrect 

information so I can 
correct it. 

 
Christy Kawabata 

SI Website: http://www.fmca-si.com 
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Meet your officers 
 

Northeast Area Vice President 

BOB Burnham 
 

Bob Burnham grew up in Darien, Connecticut and graduated from Mount Hermon School in Massachusetts and 

the University Of Connecticut College Of Agriculture. He was employed as a cattle breeding technician for ten 

years in the New England states.  After 30 years employment with Holstein-Friesian Association of America, 

Brattleboro VT, he retired and in 1997 purchased his first motorhome, a 24 foot 1989 Flair.  He is now full-timing 

in his third motorhome, a 34 foot 2002 Bounder.  He joined SIs at the International Area rally in Claremore, 

Oklahoma, in 2004. 

 

Bob’s daughter, in Maine, has a boy and a girl, the other daughter, in Vermont, a girl and a boy.  His 

grandchildren range in age from 10 to 16.  He splits his time in the summer months between their Maine and 

Vermont homes and winters in the Masonic campground in Wimauma, Florida. 

 

Bob is a 40-year member of Hinsdale NH Lions Club, a member of Jerusalem Lodge 104, F&AM, in Keene NH, 

and a Vermont Shriner.  He belongs to two other FMCA chapters, Granite Staters, where he is the chapter 

Webmaster, and Elk International.  He is also a member and Webmaster of the Dam Yankees chapter of 

Bounders of America. 

Western AREA VICE PRESIDENT 

BOB CHASE 
 
I have had five different motorhomes in my life.  When my children were growing up we had two class C units.  
When the youngest left for college we sold the rig and I went back to the world of reality to pay for all the fun we 
had had.  After fifteen years of an acute case of "hitch-itch" we gave in and bought the first of two class A rigs.  
My wife developed Alzheimer’s and we found that the travel was beneficial for her and me, the care-giver.  After 
she could no longer travel I contemplated selling the rig as I did not think I would enjoy the life of a hermit on the 
road.  It was in 2005 that I attended a Life on Wheels Conference in Kentucky that I was introduced to Singles 
International.  I was invited to a SI Rally at Branson where I got involved with several members and decided that 
this was the group I had been seeking. 
 
In my "other" life for forty some years I had held various positions in the Employee Benefit field with large 
insurance and banking firms.  Most of my career was in San Francisco and the Pacific Northwest. 
 
I relish the freedom that full-time RVing affords.  Through SI and other groups I am a part of, I hope to introduce 
others to this wonderful world we share. 
 

Scuttlebutt Editor 

CHRISTY KAWABATA 
 

I was born in Washington, DC and grew up in McLean, VA. As an adult, I lived at least 1 year in Seattle, San 

Francisco, Santa Monica and Kailua, HI where I raised my 3 wonderful children. I have 2 Sons, 1 Daughter and 3 

grandchildren. I have a nursing background (mostly delivery room and pediatrics.) As a single mom, it was 

necessary to earn more money in fewer hours. After finding success selling / installing business telephone 

systems, my engineer and I opened our own company. We later sold it to the employees and I went into the PCS 

(digital wireless) phone business. At a business lunch, a friend told me that “thousands of singles were caravanning 

all over the mainland.” I decided to join in and the past 11 years has been a great adventure – minus the 

caravanning. After a trial period in Virginia (too cold,) I bought a house in Lake Panasoffkee, Florida where I have 

had several rallies. I also hosted 2 week-long rallies in Hawaii - without motorhomes. 
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Rally reports 

2010 All Singles Dance Rally 

 

160 folks had a fantastic 10 days of Dancing and playing in Bandera this year.  Each day started with a 
full breakfast; the rest of the meals were on their own so there was plenty of time for getting together in 
small groups.  The group was divided into 5 teams, to facilitate learning each other in a smaller group and 
to help with the work on two of the 10 days.   As usual the folks went all out on dress up night and the 
Mexican Fiesta was fun but the Pajama Party was so successful, it was requested again for next year!    
 
We started with the cookout „Down by the River with Andy‟ and our treat this year was Kevin Fitzpatrick, a 
world renowned fabulous trick roper.  You should have seen the blindfold whip trick! 
 
Betty Anderson Washburn and her husband Troy were our dance teachers, with beginners in the morning 
and more advanced steps in the afternoon.  They also prepared DVDs of the instruction for the group 
including the What Was I Thinking Fashion show. What a riot – our bellies hurt from all the laughter.   How 
many drinks did it take for Earlene to do that??? Ronnie Furr had us two stepping, waltzing and many 
cha-chas in the evenings – Dancing with the Stars watch out. Wednesdays found the group at the 11

th
 

Street Cowboy bar for their „burn your own‟ and live music.   We had wonderful weather, dancing under 
the stars and even had a repeat performance of “The Irritations.” 
 
Many of the group took advantage of the beauty and history of area with day trips.  The river was high 
enough for kayaking this year although I hear all but two of them went swimming as well.  An afternoon of 
horseback riding was enjoyed as well. 
 
Thanks to my committee members without whom it would not have happened.  Phil Cafferty took on the 
enormous job of managing the kitchen; assisted by Mary Kepner, Brenda Powell, Carol Klenow and 
Terry Pfeiffer. Fran Hathaway did an outstanding job with decorations with the assistance of Tina 
Cousins, Janice Corona, Earlene Macri, and Andy Parmley. Mark Cotter and Al Schmadeke were 
the work team coordinators; Bobbie Shiplett, outside activities; Carolyn Shields, Pam Conover and 
Larry Holden, welcome committee; and Jim Budd, Clyde Read and John Holland coordinated the 
sound equipment.  Bob Gillis coordinated the T shirts and Carolyn Chenault coordinated happy hours.  
Sam Barlow was our registrar / treasurer and Terry Pfeiffer, assistant rally hostess. Thank you All! 
 
Hostess for next years rally will be Terry Pfeiffer.  She has a great committee put together with great 
ideas so put it on your calendar.  Next year‟s dates are April 3 – 14 at Skyline Ranch in Bandera, Texas.   
      Submitted by Judy Porter, 2010 Dance Rally Hostess. 

          
 Rod Cross, Max McKee, Larry Holden                      Kevin Fitzpatrick; Nancy Bohne, Carol Klenow & Claire Gorian 

DANCE RALLY 

DANCE 
 RALLY 


