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| MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT |

HEADL[NES My how time does fly! Here it is April; Perry and our elections are in the

past. We went to Cajun Country in Louisiana, and we are at another Sl
Dance Rally in Bandera, TX.

The elected officers are printed elsewhere in the newsletter and | want to

Pre81dent’s thank all of the outgoing officers for their contributions to Sl and welcome
M the new officers. Newly elected officers are Claudia Giddens, Newsletter
essage VP, Betty Howard, Eastern Area VP, and Pat Warhurst, Alternate National
Director. John McPherson switched from Eastern Area VP to Executive VP
Off after Bob Gillis resigned for health reasons. All of the positions take time
1cers and effort and are filled by volunteers. When you see one of the past or

present officers, be sure to thank them for their contribution to SI. The
9 running of any organization takes teamwork and cooperation. Any of you
Treasurer S who have been on a sports team know this. A team that pulls together for a
Report central purpose is going to do better than a bunch of individuals going in
different directions. My old high school Principal used to tell us “Don’t be
on the wrecking crew- join the construction gang” and | have always
remembered that. Well | think we have a great construction crew that will
Rauy Reports pull together, support each other and work in harmony for the betterment of
our membership. We are all volunteers donating our time and efforts and

) at some time we are new at our positions, but we step up and give it our
Upcommg best. We try, but with a group this diverse, we cannot always please
Events everybody all the time. Hopefully we do what the majority of the

membership wants.

20 1 1 Calendar So now it is onward and upward from the dance rally. After this we go to
Cloud 9 Ranch in southern Missouri. Next we caravan to the INTO Rally in
Goshen, IN. We have had a great response to INTO and that is good since
we have volunteered for food service. | am looking forward to seeing many
of you there. Let Bobbie Shiplett know if you can make it. From INTO we
are going to the GLASS rally in Michigan with Susan Balmert. After GLASS
¢ we will have a break until the FMCA National Convention In Madison, WI.
MemberShlp Next fall we hope to make the Rocky Mountain Ramble in NM with Joanne

Application Hartnit.

Let’s hope fuel prices don'’t keep going up! See you down the road!

New Members

Alaska Bob

Next Input Deadline: June 5
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SI CHAPTER OFFICERS

President

Bob Hill F319404
220-Rainbow-Dr.#12092
Livingston,-FX-77399

alaskabobhill@gmail.com
602-321-6715-Cell

Executive-VP

John McPherson F088818
PO Box 1347
Yorktown,-VA-23692
macirishone@aol.com
757-880-9347-cell

Secretary

Frisha-Schmidt F380421
110 E. Center St. # 544
Madison,-SD-57042
Trvlingschmidt07@gmail.com
518-253-3842

Treasurer

Dale-Keopka F343910
870-Poplar-Springs-Rd:

Dallas, GA 30157
dkoepkal@gmail.com
404-583-8197

Western-Area-VP/MidwestArea- VP
Northwest AreaVP
Vacant

Rocky Mountain Area VP
Joanne-Harnit F198481
124 Rainbow Dr #2420
Livingston,-FX-77399-7396

joanneharnit@yahoo.com
307-630-7396-Cell

Great Lakes Area VP
Susan-Balmert F260271
3590 Roundbottom Rd
PMB-260271

Cincinnati, OH 45244
440-315-8417
balmertsch@aol.com

Northeast Area VP
Bob Burnham

PO Box 203
Hinsdale,-NH-03451
603-762-0172 Cell
burnham@sover:net

F2203075

Election of Officers

The following officers were elected at our annual meeting in Perry, GA:
President: Bob Hill

Executive Vice President: John McPherson

Secretary: Trisha Schmidt

Treasurer: Patrice Guillaume

Rocky Mountain Area VP: Joanne Harnit
Great Lakes Area VP: Susan Balmert
Northeast Area VP: Bob Burnham

South Central Area VP: Bobbie Shiplett
Eastern Area VP: Betty Howard
Southeast Area VP: Gloria Sixt
Newsletter VP: Claudia Giddens
National Director: Bob Boxell

Alternate National Director: Pat Warhurst

Patrice Guillaume has resigned her position as treasurer of Sl, but has agreed to stay
on to help ensure a smooth transition. We will miss Patrice. She has done a superb
job as treasurer and worked diligently on cleaning up our roster. Dale Koepka has
volunteered to take over the treasurer position. Dale has some previous experience
and has run his own business and will be a great addition to the team. Please thank
Patrice when you see her and extend a welcome to Dale.

Treasurer’s Report

S| Website: http://www.fmca-si.com

Webmaster: John McBeath
3311 Wilderness Trail
Kissimmee, FL 34736
407-846-3724
jmcbeath@att.net

April, 2011
Beginning Cash $8,196.40
Income $656.00
Expenses $656.22
Net Decrease $ -0.22
Cash on Hand
Cash in Bank $8,196.18
Total cash $8,196.18
South Central Area VP Newsletter VP
Bobbie-Shiplett F356105 Claudia-Giddens F387708
102 Rainbow Dr #234 3590 Round Bottom Rd
Livingston, TX 77399 PMB 387708
801-455-0780 Cincinnati, OH 45244
bobbieshiplett@yahoo.com 270-217-8192
imseegee@aok-com EDI TOR 'S N OTE

EgtsttewoAr;%VP E334503 National-Director Christy is a hard act to
y-How: i i :
PMB 334503 Bob Boxell F186274 follow, but | promise to

do my best. Please
notify me of any
mistakes.

3590 Round Bottom Rd.
Cincinnati,-OH45244-3026
703-581-7262
Bettytnt@aol.com

4656 Explorer Drive Apt 211
West-Melbourne-FL-32904
407-415-3114
rboxell@aol.com

Southeast Area VP Alternate National Director A BIG .t han k-yo u

Gloria Sixt F311027 Pat Warhurst F190229 to Christy for her

5238-Rogers-Ave: 4704-Montgomery-St excellent ] ob.
Claudia

Port-Orange, - FL-32127
386-788-4016-Home
386-538-1741 Cell

mamacamger@aol.com

Amanda -VVA-22003
703-989-3213

pwarhu4704@aol.com
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Meet Your NEW Officers

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
JOHN MCPHERSON

I moved from Connecticut to Yorktown, VA with my family in 1949 and am still living in the Yorktown area. | played in the
high school band and still have an active interest in music and am a member of the FMCA Frustrated Maestros. | took a
home study course in electronics before serving in the USN and going to work for NACA which later became NASA. |
retired in 1989 after 36 years of service. | maintained my interest in electronics with the purchase of a TV repair shop in
1958 which | gave up in 1992. | am still owner of three commercial buildings in the Yorktown area.

My first motorhome was a 1972 Indian D24 by Winnebago. In 1987 | bought a used 1982 Bluebird from an ad in the
FMCA Magazine which led me to join FMCA that year. | bought my current motorhome, a 1994 Safari, at the 1994 FMCA
convention.

I met and joined the SI's at the 1998 SEA Rally at Brooksville, FL during a social hour and have been hooked ever since.

| have been the Eastern Area Vice President since 2003 and have had the pleasure of hosting many Eastern Area Rallies,
some of them at my home in Yorktown. Many of the SI's that | have met made my job so enjoyable that | consider them
my TRUE FAMILY.

EASTERN AREA VICE-PRESIDENT
BETTY HOWARD

I was born in New Jersey, then traveled with my Navy husband for 20 years, then settled in Virginia. | have been traveling
fulltime for 8 years. | am past treasurer of Sl. | have 6 children and visit them in the summer. Then | escape to wherever.
Si’s are my second family and | have much fun with them. SEE YOU DOWN THE ROAD!!!

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
CLAUDIA GIDDENS

As a native Georgian, | am fairly new to Sl, having joined in the spring of 2007. | bought my Class C in April 2007 and
was anxious to get started with the life | had envisioned. | have been to several rallies and have found so many wonderful
friends, | was eager to give back to the organization. | am a former teacher having taught Home Economics, Kindergarten
and First Grade. | enjoyed first grade the most. As one child said “Too bad you are not smart enough to go to second
grade with us”. | have so many wonderful memories from teaching and keep in touch with many former students, some of
whom are now grandparents. | have 2 sons and 3 WONDERFUL grandchildren. | spend summers traveling with the
grandchildren and we have the most marvelous time together. Any ideas about great places to visit this summer?

Treasurer

When | received an e-mail from Patrice informing me she was resigning, | volunteered to fill in for the rest of her term and
was appointed by Alaska Bob Hill. Patrice did a great job as and | will try to be as competent a treasurer as she was.

| retired in 2001, bought a 21foot Starlite in 2002 and took a 2 month trip that wound up being 5 months long. | enjoyed it
enough to buy a 32’ Adventure and became a full time RVer in 2003 and haven't stopped yet. | joined SI’s in 2004 and
have enjoyed many rallies and friendships. | have lived in PA, VA, FL, AL, TN, GA and CA.
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Meet Your NEW Officers

Alternate National Director
PAT WARHURST

Pat Warhurst, the Singles International Alternate National Director, is a native of the Washington, DC metro area. She
has always lived in northern Virginia. Her work history also centers around the DC metro area. Her career as a budget
analyst for the Department of Army spanned 35 years. She still occasionally works at a large patent and trademark law
firm.

After taking an early retirement in 1994, she bought a micro-mini motorhome without even a test drive--we could say she
was nervous and self-conscious about her driving skills. Furthermore, she had never even known a motorhome owner.
Now she proudly drives a Safari Trek. Pat’s desire to finally travel after all those years of work is still strong!

She joined the Sis in 1995, and has attended countless Sl functions. Over the years she has had fun hosting or assisting
at a number of rallies in the DC area. She served as the S| newsletter editor for 6 years. Pat points out it was during her
time as a rally host/helper and when she was editor of the Scuttlebutt that she felt the closest to her Si friends.

HINT: It is almost always through volunteering and working together that the best bonds of friendship are formed.

RALLY REPORTS

Singles Witness History--Discovery Launch

Silence filled the air, chills ran through our bodies and silent tears rolled down our cheeks in the final seconds prior to
“LIFT OFF”, and suddenly a burst of “GO BABY GO” swept through the crowd as the 39" and final launch of the
Discovery Space Shuttle soared into a perfect blue and cloudless sky. Seconds later we were thrilled by the roar created
at take off and amazed at the beautiful trail left behind as the Shuttle climbed into the sky. All of us had been alive when
the Russians first launched Sputnik and remembered when the NASA space program had first begun. We had lived
through the various programs and had mourned the tragedy of Challenger. Now we were witnesses to the ending of the
space program and it seemed a part of our lives was going up with the five Astronauts aboard Discovery. How could this
be???

How did it happen that eighteen SI's happened to be in this lovely spot on the Indian River directly across from the Launch
Pad? When the group at Brooksville realized that we could possibly have an opportunity to withess this moment in
history, Bill Molenaar arranged for us to boon dock at Redfish Charlie’s Café in Cocoa, FL. Charlie quickly became our
friend and he called his friend Rick in Titusville who invited us up to the pool area of his condo where we spent an
afternoon playing games and enjoying the sun while waiting for launch time.

In addition to the launch, we enjoyed several breakfasts and dinners at Redfish Charlie’s, a late but nice meal at
Grampa'’s Steakhouse and the nearby Cocoa Flea Market. Several of the group—Marilyn, Nancy, Dale and Christy—
spent the next two days visiting the Kennedy Space Center and remarked that it was educational and lots of fun.

As a result of this happening, Charlie has agreed to have us back for Thanksgiving and plans are underway. Watch the
newsletter for further details, but keep this in mind while making plans for next fall and winter.

Attending were: Bob Claycomb, Patricia Cuthriell, Donna Eggleston, Claudia Giddens, Bob Gillis, Bill Hagedorn, Bob Hill,
Christy Kawabata, Sheila Kelley, Dale Koepka, Cavin Metts, Joe Mikels, Nancy Miller, Bill Molenaar, Marilyn Schillinger,
Bobbie Shiplett, Helen Spieler and Rita Walters. Guests were Diane and Nancy from St. Petersburg, FL.

Submitted by Bobbie Shiplett

Pre/pre Rally, Martha Werre’s

The peaceful estate of Martha Werre was where the Southeast Happy People hosted 4 days of fellowship, great food and
entertainment with the Singles International. Betty Kirby and Bobbie Shiplett assisted Martha in preparing the delicious
food. Dave Irons provided musical entertainment while all attending contributed to games, crafts and good humor. The
caravan to the pre FMCA International Rally in Perry, GA was in the plans, but the thought of leaving this tranquil setting
in Lady Lake, FL was rather low keyed UNTIL the rains came, threatening to delay travel indefinitely. However, the sun
came out and off we went to Perry.

A big thank you to Martha for hosting this event and making it possible for Sl to be a part of the Southeast Happy People
events!
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REPORTS CONTINUED

Martha Werre’s Rally:

Members enjoying this rally included: Judy VanVuren, Estoria Cole, Bobbie Shiplett, Bob Hill, Susan Balmert, Bob

Burnham, Dale Koepka, Edgar Kremer, Sybil Burke, Beverly Johnston, Linda Kendall, Robert Claycomb, Helen Spieler,

Claudia Giddens, Betty Howard, Patricia Cuthriell, Patrice Guillaume, Nancy Miller, David Staats, Bea Berwick, Jim

Berwick, Marvin Panch, Betty Kirby, Rod Cross, Bob McNichols, Bill Hagedorn, Gloria Sixt, Rosalie Comisky and our

hostess, Martha. Gene Dickson, Carla Manfredi, Dave Irons, Christy Kawabata, Nancy Bohne and Thurman Allen each

stopped by for a few hours.

Submitted by Nancy Miller

Perry, GA Pre-Rally and Rally

The first night at our planned destination in Perry was quite wet, so in order to preserve our sites from damage and
prevent any of us from getting stuck, four of us spent the night parked in the local Wal-Mart lot. Late Thursday, the rest of
the group arrived after the wind dried up the ground sufficiently for us to park without damage to our parking sites at the
cemetery.

Some meals were prepared on site and the rest were purchased. Cooking was done by Bill Hagedorn. (Thanks, Bill)
There were 37 Sl’s at the Pre-rally, although not all of these went to the rally. Our caravan to the fairgrounds was led by
Bill Hagedorn. Several SI's ventured out for sightseeing in the area while others enjoyed relaxing for a while before the
rat race at the fairgrounds. There were many seminars available at the convention and sometimes it was a challenge to
get into them. Most of us volunteered for 3-4 hours daily so our schedules had a lot to do with our choice of seminars.

Attendees: Sue Balmert, , Bill Brailsford, Ann Bryant, Betty Buhrkuhl, Sybil Burke, Bob Burnham, Estoria Cole, Rosalie
Comisky, Rod Cross, Patricia Cuthriell, Gene Dickson, Chuck Dilgard, Claudia Giddens, Bob Gillis, Patrice Guillaume, Bill
Hagedorn, Bob Hill, Betty Howard, Charles Jones, Christy Kawabata, Linda Kendall, Betty Kirby, Dale Koepka, Edgar
Kremer, Carla Manfredi, Bob McNichols, John McPherson, Calvin Metts, David Poole, Judy Porter, Ethel Sawyer, Bobbie
Shiplett, Gloria Sixt, Dave Staats, Rita Walters, Martha Werre

Guests, new members, and returning members who stopped by for social hours: Al Buscher, Bea Berwick, Jim Berwick,
Carol Nelson, Chuck Colley, Jim Corbin, Dallas Eberth, Lemuel Horton, George Kelley, J.J. Tucker, Maxine Holcombe,
Maxine’s son and friend, Larry Midash, Bob Mills, Cecil Phillips, Pat Hilderbrand, D.R. Keller, James Draffin, Peter
Kamenik, Judy Janicke, Kathy Lee, Tim Wilson, Frank Witte, Toni Calzone, John Smyrski, Vince Schumaker.

Submitted by Gloria Sixt

LAISSEZ LES BONS TEMPS ROULER

“Let the good times roll” was what the 7 SI’s intended to do as they left Perry and headed through Alabama, Mississippi
and Louisiana to enjoy 10 days in Cajun Country. At Fontainebleau State Park we were joined by 3 others and the fun
began. Following a “day after St. Patrick’s Day” dinner prepared by Bob Hill, Judy Kitels, Donna Eggleston and Bobbie
Shiplett we headed into New Orleans for the St. Joseph’s Parade which featured 600 (?) Italian men dressed in tuxedoes
parading through the streets of the French Quarter throwing roses, beads and kisses to any female willing to be a
recipient. What an experience!

The following morning the group headed into New Orleans for a day of beignets, muffalettas, and touring the Marketplace
enjoying the uniqueness of the Quarter. Due to Nancy Miller and Cynthia LePage and their past time spent in New
Orleans, we were able to maneuver around with little trouble. Thanks to Sybil Burke who flagged down a nice young man
in the parking lot, we had no trouble getting a jump start when the battery died.

During our second stop in Duson we took an Eco tour around Lake Martin and observed alligators, turtles, assorted birds
and some outstanding scenery. This was probably the highlight of the entire visit. While in the area we toured an
Acadian Village and learned something of the lifestyle of the Acadians once they settled in the area after being removed
from Nova Scotia for religious reasons. Having toured an Arcadian Village this summer in Nova Scotia, | was not
surprised to find that the lifestyles were very similar and always maintaining a “joie de vive” (joy of living).
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RALLY REPORTS-CONTINUED

Another place of interest was Kelly’s Landing where we were entertained with Kelly’s stories, enjoyed the extensive John
Deere collection and learned about the symbiotic relationship of rice and crawfish. Once the rice fields are planted,
harvested and flooded, the crawfish pots are placed in rows throughout the pond. The task of collecting the “mud bugs” is
done by one man maneuvering the boat with his feet while pulling the pots out of the water and empting the crawfish into
a mesh bag.
Kelly directed the group to Crowley City Hall which is housed in a restored building that was once an assembly plant for
Ford. Parts of Ford cars were shipped by train to this location and then assembled for selling. This beautiful building is
now the home of the Rice Interpretive Center, the J.D. Miller Music Museum as well and the Ford Automotive Museum.
Our last stop was in Eunice which is often called the heart of Cajun Country. According to most people familiar with the
Cajun traditions, this is where the real Mardi Gras takes place. Costumed participants ride horses through the countryside
collecting (or stealing) chickens and assorted foods in order to prepare a meal for the community.
Saturday morning we drove to Mamou to attend a live radio (KVPI 1050 AM) show that has been broadcast from Fred’s
Lounge since 1960. The band was great and there was even some room for dancing. It was fun to be part of a historical
event. Saturday evening we attended another radio and TV live broadcast, “Rendezvous Des Cajuns”, at the Liberty
Theater. Later that night there was a Cajun Dance at our RV park, but | am not sure if anyone had the energy left to
attend. The caravan ended on Sunday with a Crawfish Festival in Eunice where everyone enjoyed the festivities along
with assorted Cajun dishes such as Gumbo, Etouffee and Jambalaya. (Pictures on the website: fmca-si.com)
Participants: Sue Balmert, Sybil Burke, Estoria Cole, Donna Eggleston, Claire Gorrian, Bob Hill, Betty Howard, Judy
Ketels, Dale Koepka, Calvin Metts, Nancy Miller, Bobbie Shiplett, Sandy Skoglund, Arlene Steiner and guest Cynthia
LePage. Submitted by Bobbie Shiplett

.~

" OMING EVENTS
| | ’
; UPCOMING EVENTS AE 1 =F,
’ sviLEY WIN
/ ’

DAYTONA AREA RALLY
APRIL 14-17

We will have a rally at Daytona RV Park and Tropical Gardens at 2430 South Nova Road, South Daytona Beach from
April 14-17. Ann Bryant has offered to make chili one evening and is willing to buy the meat, but requests that we all bring
something to go into it such as kidney beans, diced tomatoes, onions, cheese, chili mix, Taco or chili powder and crackers
to go with the completed dish.
Please be sure to call me (Gloria) at 386-788-4016 or email me at mamacamper@aol.com_to let me know that you plan
to attend. At this time there will be NO rall* fee. The camping fee is $20/day for full hookup and $15/day for water and
electric. We cannot get in prior to April 10", but please be sure to let them know you're with the SI’s when you arrive.
Looking forward to seeing you all for a fun weekend! Submitted by Gloria Sixt

Cloud 9 Rally
May 2 — 8, 2011

Carol Klenow will host us at Cloud 9 Ranch in Caulfield, MO. Caulfield is about 20 miles west of West Plains on Hwy 160
and the Ranch is just west of Caulfield. GPS coordinates for the entrance to Cloud 9 are N 36 37.447, W 92 08.030. The
Ranch needs a list of attendees to let us in as this is a membership only park, so please give Carol a call at (810) 287-
1486 or email at klenoc@aol.com if you plan to attend. The rate is $15.00 per day per coach for full hookups or you can
use Coast-to-Coast / RPI. You may arrive as early as May 1%, but the rally officially starts on May 2nd. ATV riding will
be available for a 1-time charge of $25.00 during the rally, IF you bring your own machine — there are many great trails.
Other events are fishing, horseback riding, geocaching, weenie roast, several outdoor pot luck meals, Mother's Day
luncheon, and the always favorite fish stocking of the river. So come, sign up and see what is planned for you.

Submitted by Carol Klenow
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UPCOMING EVENTS

INTO PRE-RALLY / CARAVAN
MAY 8-9
We will caravan from Cloud Nine to Goshen. This will be a two day caravan beginning on May 8 at Cloud Nine in
Caulfield, MO. We’'ll go through St Louis and probably stop in Marshall, IL the first night. There is a Wal-Mart, McDonalds
and plenty of parking in the area. This is a long day at 373 miles. We plan to be in Warsaw, IN at the Kosciusko County
Fairgrounds on the night of May 9. You can make reservations ($20 a day 30 amp or $24 for 50) by calling 574-269-1823.
We will caravan into the Goshen Fairgrounds on May 10. The SI's will be volunteering to serve breakfast at the FMCA
rally. If you are planning on meeting up with the caravan please let me know and we can be more specific with our route.
Bobbie Shiplett 801-455-0780 bobbieshiplett@yahoo.com Submitted by Bobbie Shiplett

INTO RALLY
May 11-15 Goshen, IL

INTO Post Rally
May 16-23
We will stay right at the fairgrounds in Goshen after INTO. This will also be a pre-pre rally for anyone that wants to go to
the GLASS rally at Berrien Springs, MI. A rally fee is TBA. The rates for staying in Goshen are $19 for water/electric and
$25 for full hook up. We will leave from here on the 24" and caravan up to the GLASS rally. There is a lot to do in this
area. Contact: Sue Balmert 440-315-8417 / balmertscb@aol.com Submitted by Sue Balmert

G.L.A.S.S PRE-RALLY

May 24 - 26 Berrien Springs, Ml
G.L.A.S.S. Pre-rally will be held at Berrien Springs, MI. We will meet outside the gate of Berrien Springs Youth
Fairgrounds on the night of May 23. If you can’t make the pre-rally, you may still park with the Sls. Tell them at the gate
that you want to be parked with the Sis. Please let me know so we can save you a place.
Susan Balmert 440-315-8417 / balmertsch@aol.com Submitted by Sue Balmert

G.L.A.S.S. Rally
May 26-30 Berrien Springs, Ml

Ragtime Festival
June 1-5 Sedalia, MO

The annual Scott Joplin Ragtime Festival is scheduled for June 1-5 in Sedalia, MO. The SI's generally have an outing
here, however this year there is a conflict with the INTO Rally in Goshen, IN. If, however, you are unable to attend INTO
and would like to go to the Scott Joplin Festival please feel free to do so. Maybe you would like to step up and host the
event. This is a very casual and easy event and even if you are alone, it can be very enjoyable. Parking is always
available at the Fairgrounds for about $17 a night, water and electric. Head downtown where parking is free and pick up a
schedule. Most events are within walking distance and are free, however there are a few events that require tickets.
During the day you can enjoy the best ragtime you will ever have an opportunity to hear, plus dance lessons and a
costume parade if you are interested. Check on-line for additional information or call the Sedalia Chamber of Commerce.
Have Fun!!! Sorry | have to miss this event this year.
Submitted by Bobbie Shiplett

NORTHWEST AREA RALLY
June 2-5 Albany OR

NORTHEAST AREA RALLY
July 21-24 Essex Junction, VT

FMCA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
August 10-13 Madison, WI
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