to us by reducing the ever-increasing mail costs.

The Bandera Western Dance Rally was another very successful event at which some 173 singles thoroughly enjoyed
themselves with practically non-stop music and dancing day and night. Details are elsewhere in this issue, but I do
want to highly commend the event organizers, Bob Hill, Bobbie Shiplett and Judy Porter, for the tremendous amount
of work and coordination they did to make this event so enjoyable. This event was for all singles, not just SI’s, The
SI’s gained several new mémbers because they see just how much fun we have at these types of events. We also

gained new members at the Perry Rally for the same reason - the SPs have fun at their events.
Safe travels to you all.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

What a wonderful time to be a member of Singles International and be able to

travel and meet other members at the many rallies and events around t.he )
country that have been planned and organized for yo'ur- l?eneﬁt and enJO);m;an .
I hope that each of you will attend many of these activities as your trave! plans

evolve for this summer.

We had a lot of fun and satisfaction with our ‘volunteer stint’ of serving

coffee and donuts at the Perry Rally. There were not as many attendees as
anticipated so our work force was divided in half with an early crew and a late
crew to handle the chores. It was great to meet and talk to our "customers’ .
who were genuinely appreciative for our efforts. Jerry Yeats, the FMCA event
coordinator, sent a nice certificate of appreciation to the SI’s for our efforts. I

also express my sincerest appreciation to all of you who helped to make this
adventure fun and enjoyable.

With every other month so that items of interest can be announced on a more
timely basis. More details are elsewhere in this issue. Therefore, please get
your items for publication to the Editor with as much detail as possible for the
planned activity to meet the publication deadline.

Another item that has arisen recently is the notion that readers cannot get the
Scuttlebutt via electronic means. That is an incorrect assumption, Just notify
the Editor that you want to receive it electronically rather than hardcopy and
you will no longer received the mailed copy. This will have the added benefit

Bob Boxell
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FYI & More.......

udio Books: If you

the SI Pre-Rally at Pery, GA regarding A

Information received at
carch.overdrive.com may be a good place to

like to Listen to audio books while driving, the website: 8

get them for FREE! [ haven't checked this out yet, but I was told by those whq have that it's legit.

Clarification on Annual Dues: Your dues cover the fiscal year Janlst thru Dec 31st regardiess
of what month they are paid. If you arc a new member joining in October of 2008, the annual dues

paid with your new membership is current until 12/31/08 and 2009 ducs are due by Jan 1, 2009.

The reason we start collecting the next year's dues in Oct. is solely because of mail forwarding delays.
This gives plenty of time for the Treasurer to get your renewal dues and make sure the roster is updated
so that the Jan. Newsletter will go out to you promptty. I hope this clarifies some of the questions I've
had since sending out the recent "dues” letiers.

The Newsletter will, from this point on, be published bi-monthly. You will be getting a
newsletter every 2 months instead of every 3 months. This one is for July/August. The next one will be
for Sept/Oct. Because of the increased number published per year as well as the increase in postage, I
will be decreasing the size of each one to make sure that we stay within the limit of one ounce per

~ ready-to-mail newsletter. This will keep the increase cost of newsletter publication to a reasonable and

sustainable amount.

Esent 137 "Dues Past Due” letters out in May. 1 received many ancwere that helped clear up

many roster problems. Thank you to all who answered so prompily. Our "Oops™

were coirected, your
Oroopsﬂl

were rectified, and we learned of some who have chosen to give up the RV lifestyle. These are
mentioned in another article, along with some letter returns due to incorrect addresses. Hopefully listing
those names will result in help in getting corrected addresses.

’ There has been some confusion regarding geiling an
you. The size of the file alone prevents the ability to EMAIL a
prohibits getting attachments this large. Here are the instructio

elecironic newsietier, Lei me clarify for
copy. Some of you have email space that
ns on how to get your ecopy:

Go 10 our SI web site (address below) and select Newsletters from the menu on the home page.
There you will find a list of the newsletters available to you. Click on the one you want to see. It will

open in PDF format (Adobe reader is a free download if you don't have it now). You may now read it

O your screen, save it to your hard drive, print it, or all of the above. Let me know if thi
way for you to get your S Newsletter,
Safe Travels........... Karen

s is a preferable
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CALL FOR A BUSINESS MEETING

A Business Meeting will be held during the FMCA summer meeting SI pre-rally activities at Bowling Green, OH.
We are required by our Bylaws to elect an audit commuttee to report on the condition of the-financial records at our
annual meeting during the FMCA spring convention to be held next March 2010 in Albuquerque, NM.

Additionally, since an audit was not completed on our records for last year, we must elect an audit committee to
review the chapter’s financial records while we are at Bowling Green. This meeting 1s tentatively scheduled for

Friday afternoon, July 17th at a time to be determined later. Bob Boxell

SEA Pre-Rally
Webster’s dictionary has the definition of FUN all wrong. It should be defined as Singles International!

The Pre-Rally, co-hosted by SE Area VP Bob Gillis and President Bob Boxell, was scheduled for Jan 29-31 at the Sand Hill Boy Scout
Reservation in Brooksville, FL.. Members started arriving earlier with a final count of forty-one coaches and fifty-one people. Temperatures
often dipped to the very chilly part of the thermometer, but these were overshadowed by the warmth generated by the attendees. Hugs were
more than welcomed on cool mornings. Facilities were great: water and electric hookups for most, a large pavilion, and a warm building for
meals and games. Thursday cvening we visited Chesapeake Restaurant where most of us ordered seafood. A couple of holdouts had beef.
What a noisy crowd! Breakfast and dinner meals prepared by our culinary expert, Gloria Sixt, was enjoyed by all on Friday and Saturday. Our
‘Game Master’, ‘B’ Seymour, created several games for us. Friday we were divided into teams of eight, each member having a piece of a
homemade puzzle. We had to search among all members for pieces to complete each team’s puzzle. Friday afternoon in the pavilion we were
challenged to uncover the identity of members cach of whose ‘secret” was revealed by ‘B” Seymour. For example: Who had been an oyster
shucker in Maryland in an earlicr life? Of course "Happy Hour” was a given. Has there ever been a rally without "Happy Hour'? Saturday after
"Happy Hour’ we had our own version of the Super Bow! wherein the opposing team had o guess the football pantomime acted out by the
other team,

As usual, many wandered into town to shop, dine, and attend local venues. We do our best to boost the local economy. Did I mention the ever
present Wal-Mart? Do I even need to need to mention Wal-Mart? There also was a Sam’s Club and a plethora of other businesses.

Sunday moming we queucd up at 7:00 a.m. to hcad for the SEA Rally at the Brooksville Airport. Our caravan spread out nearly a mile and
was ably escorted by the local sheriff’s deputies. Arrival at the Brooksville Airport was 9:15 a.m. where we were escorted to our usual parking
area near the red storage bins with picnic tables on the West Runway. Happy Hour was each day at 4:00 p-m., delayed on Thursday due to the
well-attended parade. Friday we enjoyed a pizza party which was very well attended and at which we gained several new members. The first

few days were accompanied by very cool temperatures, especially at night, and strong winds, but the weather warmed towards the end of the
weck. Warm hugs were welcomed by all.

Many interesting seminars were presented along with great entertainment each evening. Shuttle buses instead of the familiar trams transported

us everywhere. And something new: at the direction of the SEA President, Charlie Schrenkel, all polf carts, including private ones. joined in
the transportation gig. '

Two great rallies. What say we do it again next year? Submitted by Edgar Kremer




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Not one of the South Central spring events could have happened without the help of several SI's whom I'd like to take this
opportunity to thank for their assistance. Starting in Cajun Country, Itsty Vandenberg and Ken Blizzard found a great park,
directed us to some great Cajun Restaurants and dancing, fixed a wonderful meal and made sure we saw as much of the area as
possible in one week. Also a big thanks to Mearle Fogleman for getting us to Kelly’s for a memorable seminar and meal.

Nancy Bohne did an outstanding job at New Braunfels. Her organization kept us all busy and we had good directions to get to
the various sights and dance halls in the area. We all especially enjoyed the birthday meal she prepared for herself.

On to Bandera and the All Singles Dance Rally which could never have happened without Judy Porter and all the Committee
members who did such a great job with their assignments. There are by far too many people to mention individually, but a big
thanks and a special hug to each one of you who did such a fine job and helped to make this event so successful.

Bobby Brooks, due to illness, had to step down from hosting the Waco stop, but John Hubbard and Zola Hilton stepped up and
invited us to join them in an already scheduled LOW gathering. Many thanks to them for helping us out and for the great
meals.

Pearl Hudson was instrumental in getting us a fabulous place to boondock at a great price in Ft Worth Stockyards. Many
thanks for her efforts and assistance. Nancy Bohne came to the rescue to help Pearl with the actual outing and al] was
successful. This turned out to be a great final stop on the Waltz Across Texas,

It is because of the volunteers that we have such a successful organization. No one person or even several persons can possibly
do all that 1s necessary to keep the SI’s up and running with different activities going on all over the country. Most volunteers
feel that they gain more from their participation than they would from just being a bystander. I would encourage those of you
that are able, to try your hand at hosting an event sometime, and always be available to assist the host at all events you attend.

Sincerely, Bobbie Shiplett
-.-.-.-.“.‘.-.-.-.-.-.—.-.-.-.

The Western Region Pre-rally was hcld at the Spotlight 29 Joanne and Myra sang in the Maestros' chorus and got lots of

Casino parking area, 2-5 January 2009, with 10 rigs, 13 support from fellow SlIs. Lorena volunteered with exhibitor
attendees. Activities included a bird walk at the Coachella services, and Cher was a vendor. No one bought a new rig
Sanctuary--a lovely nippy, guided moming that ended with (though 10 werc sold or ordered).

cinnamon rolls and coffee while the bird list got compiled. The weather was warm and we were happy to be in S.

Some shopped at the College of the Desert Street Fair, while  Californial! See you next out West at the Rocky Mtn Area
others visited the casino. Both Italian and Mexican caterics fed Ramble in Farmington in mid-October 09, and next 6-10
us. We Caravaned into the fairgrounds on Monday 5 January, January 2010, in Indio and then you can travel on to Quartzsite

and watched 1525 rigs get parked! Our happy hours were for the INTO Area Rally 20-24 January.
visited by other SIs attending the convention and were lots of Submitied By Joann Hamit
fun. We had a table at the Chapter Fair and attracted 6 new Attendees: (*pre-rally attendees)

members and passed out activity schedules and membership *Lorena Boyce, Jack Moore, *Randy Strickland,
apphications to many others, ' Rich Péderson, *Bob Parker, Joe Monroe (new),
' ' *Donnna Huffer, Susan Strobe {new). *Judy Porter,
Carole Tibbets, *Mary Ann Allen, Sher Cross,
*Myra Cox, Sandy Fraser, *Joanne Hamnit, host,
Barbara Ficlds (new), *Nel Younce,
Scott Siter (new), *Dottic Johnson,
*Curt Pyeatt (new), *Bill Dawson, *Sherry Geddes (new)




